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Charles Copeman’s induction
into The Australian Mining Hall of Fame*

If you judge Charles by his words you will come up with the same answers as you
do when you judge him by his actions, both embodied in the single word Leader-
ship.

The essential ingredients of leadership are humility and courage and the wis-
dom to act on your judgement.

For Charles’ words please read his 1988 Presidential Address to the
Australasian Institute of Mining & Metallurgy.

It included:
· “…it is fair to claim that the mineral industry had played the major role in

providing the means for the advancement of the human quality of life”.
· … we know that as members of the mineral industry we have a responsibility

to do what we can to help other people to be aware of, and to understand the
significance of, those facts which will only speak for themselves if we take
the trouble to make them known”.
Now moving to his actions.
Charles Copeman, almost single-handedly reshaped Australia’s archaic in-

dustrial relations practices when he was M.D. of Peko-Wallsend / Robe River in
the 1980s.

Ably described by Tim Treadgold in the BRW magazine of April 7, 1997 -
“….had the effect of boosting productivity 400% and elevating Robe River from
a corporate basket-case into one of the world’s most efficient iron-ore opera-
tions”. …

That’s a remarkable statistic for one man, a true hero of the nation.
Charles, by causing Australia to be competitive, you planted the trees, so the

rest of us could come along later and gather the fruit.  We will be forever grateful.
I’ll close with a brief quote from one of Australia’s leading economic com-

mentators, when he sent me an email this week, on hearing the news of Charles’
induction to the Mining Hall of Fame.

He said, “They don’t make them like Charles Copeman anymore.  I wonder
who will be the first business leader to stick their head up and say the re-regula-
tion of the labour market is a load of crap, and actually do something about it?”

Charles, we are honoured to have you and Alison here with us tonight and we
look forward to your words of wisdom.
_______________
*Ron Manners’ notes—Perth, October 23, 2009


