Religious Tolerance

from The Philosophical Letters by Voltaire.
Leading intellectual of the enlightenment
Letter VI. On the Presbyterian

Although the Episcopalian and the Presbyterian are the two main sects in Great
Britain, all others are welcome there and live pretty comfortably together, though most of
their preachers detest one another....

Go into the Exchange in London, that place more venerable than many a court, and
you will see representatives of all the nations assembled there for the profit of mankind.
There the Jew, the Mahometan, and the Christian deal with one another as if they were of
the same religion, and reserve the name of infidel for those who go bankrupt. There the
Presbyterian trusts the Anabatist, and the Church of England man accepts the promise of
the Quaker. On leaving these peaceable and free assemblies, some go to the synagogue,
others in search of a drink; this man is on the way to be baptized in a great tub in the
name of the Father, by the Son, to the Holy Ghost; that man is having the foreskin of his
son cut off, and a Hebraic formula mumbled over the child that he himself can make
nothing of; these others are going to their church to await the inspiration of God with
their hats on; and all are satisfied.

If there were only one religion in England, there would be danger of tyranny; if there
were two, they would cut each other’s throats; but there are thirty, and they live happily
together in peace.
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