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THE DARWI N WaTER FROWNT

John Hyde

Uniong Of tan Claim tn be misrepregant@d“ They say thay
ANE not e Brone to blaudy*mindad misuse of FOWar as the T
right - Say they apra. Thes %Dllmwing Btory, was told Lo the Mg
Nicholg Society by Mg Roger Rooney of Rooney Shipping and
Trading. It ig abyog smlfmd@atruativa thuggery that did nes
happen in Fapa Dor g Haiti but jq Darwin, 14 it had been Haitj
I think 7 Might have found i+ funny pyr here somshow the joke
is tono much on me.

Brure Ferking founded Ferking Shipping in 1959 with a
landing b arge Laking milwdrilling Buipment tqo Timor, He then
served the isol ateg mining ang aboriginal Comaunities. Ferling
Was not ope af oy Silvertaijyg and Rooney was his ship g
E00k. Everyvone bogged i And Cargn wag loaded and Wnloaded at
Francig Bay (mot the Darwin wWhar$) by Compary employeas whep
belongaeg to ng Union,

Freepoprt Sulpher, whe have a mine at Amamapari in Wegt
Irian, 25tablishegy their main Purchasing Office in Darwin, The
COMpany wag sPending aboyt ¥P million 2 vear through ite——in g
FOmmunity gy small ag Darwin o Mmillion jg significant, Ip
197% Perkins Shipping Contracted witp Fresport tg deliver 2y
Containers to ﬁmamapariu Thea ﬁuﬁtralian National Line
deliverag thess tg the Darwin wharf wherg the Waterside
Worlere F@dewatimﬁ {WE) membarg Rlaced 4 black ban on their
Femoval +pg Francis Bay fopr lmading. Freeport dig the obvigug
thing: j¢ took jtg PUrchasing office tgo Singapmwe, where it jg
to thig day. The WWF ang Farking lost the work and Darwin lost
R ma joye SOUFTE of income,

Ferking Empl ovess doined the Transpmrt Workers Lrion
(T but My Farkims Wa SLUMNON sod bafore tha Stevedmring
Industry ﬁuthgrity and told tq employ WWE labour. A1: of hig
2mpl ovesy Wirote fe e Clvyde Camermn, tha Faderal Miﬁist@rg
asking +go Sltay with the TWU pyt who tolg them +n nagotiate
With the Wil Fariing Shipping Feactod by sending theipr ornly
large barge tg Timoe whers §+ Could not he Fommandesred. Then
the Coastal ABOr i gina cDmmunitiE$, which reljed o it fap
stores, Complained +q the Jovernment , Such was the influence
of thegs COMMUNG + 3§ gy at the +tinge that withipn 7 days Ferkins
Wag 2xamptad from the FeEquirement to 2mploy WWFE labour,

Having ] pat Freeport, Farking Started a seviee to Dili g
The

Timor towing g Big dumb barge behing the landing craft, g



Seaman’s Union of Australia (SUAY banned dumb barge sarvices
to Groote Eyvland, Gove and Timor. They lost the jobs.

Farkins survived for a time by purchasing his own CAargons
trading in cattle, timber and steel between Darwin, Brunei and
Singapore. He eventually won a contract to ship val lowcaks Lo
Bingapore. This needed a bigger vessel. It would have cost
twice as mach to build it in Australia as in Singapore but the
ALCTL banned overseas manufacture. This time the maritime
unions ware his allies. They realised that Perkins could not
s@rvice twice the capital and talked the ACTU out of the ban.

Then the Labor Party, in Opposition, bscams anti-nuclear
and the SU8 banned vellowcake shipment altogether. The TWU and
another company, Marine Contractors, broke the ban and it was
called off. The WWF does not give in gracefully: they loaded
27 containers in six days. Darwin wharf still avarages only
six per houwr compared with 25 in Singapore.

By 1984 ships would not come to the malti-million dollar
Darwin wharf but Perkins’ vard, a cheap affair designed for
landing craft, had more cargo than it could handle. Cargo
destined for Darwin was being shipped to the old Mission Jjetty
at Dove (it had only a I8 foot frontage), and transhipsd 508
miles to Darwin by landing barge:; just to avoid the Darwin
wharf. Rather than 1ifh their game the WWF persuaded the SUA
to ban these transhipments. They stopped!

Northern territory farmers won a market for their surplus
maize in Fapua New Buinea but it staved in silos for four
months because no ships would come to the Darwin waterfront
for a reasonable price. Perkins offered to take it to Bove in
containers and btranship it for a price the farmers were
willing to pay but the unions said no!

To shift this cargo, Mr Roony left Perkins, starting a
service back-loading timber and fertiliser with a large dumb
barge, a waterfront vard, fork 1ifts and three employess (TWU
members) . The maritime unions, which hate dumb harges, and the
WWF, who seemed to hate Francis Bay, persuaded those pAaragons
of paraded virtue, the ACTU, to ban the whole operation. In
Darwin the Harbour Master, whose raesponsibility it is to
prosecute the masters of unpiloted vessels, is alsoc the pilot.
He refused to pilot Mr Rooney’'s vessel. M- Rooney moored wibh
the help of Baramundi boats, while SUA members tried to cut
his tow line and threw things at his emplovess and family
until the police took them away in paddy waggons.

On the next load Mr Rooney, three employess and a
contract welder unloaded 2588 tonnes and loaded 24880 tonnes in
four days, through a picket line. Their only aguipmant was a
#¥100,000 fork lift and a #150,000 barge landing. The
comparison is millions of dollars of sguipment and about two
waaks at the Darwin wharf.

The WWF fined members for not picketing and paid
outsiders Lo picket but still the picket collapsed. The SUA
eventually defeated Mr Rooney’'s dumb barge operation by having
tha ACTU ban on Perking’ vard lifted and allowing Perkins to
charter a foreign-manned vessel. In Mr Rooneyv's words: "Free
entarpriss put me out of business so I can’t complain.®



The tale has a slightly happier ending. The WWF have
lifted their productivity by about 40%. Even so, a farmer gets
#1.5980 for bale of hay in the paddock, a trucker charges a
further dollar to load and cart it 200 kilometres, and the WWF
and their emplaovers, the stevadoring companies, charge a
further #4 to #$8 to shift the hay the last 25 mebtres onto the
ship. There is apparsntly room for further improvement.

In Darwin there are now three small companies shipping
around the coast and overseas. They have their own industry
union. It is cheaper and guicker to ship some cargoes through
these companies and truck it South than it is to ship directly
to Southern capitals. There is more general cargo shipped
through Darwin without the WWF than with them. There are many
ports which could open fto small shipping companies and dumb
barges towed by tugs if only the transport companies could use
anployees from theilr own industry wnions and not the WWF as
happens at Francis Bay.

Militant bloody-minded trade union activity is by no
means the only reason for ouwr declining living standards and
balance of payments difficulties but there can be no doubt
both would be improved without it. This has been a tale of
mindless obstruction but it has also been a tale of brave men
and of s@mne sensible union activity.
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