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REFLYING TO THE ACTU

John Hyde

TAustralia onstructed’” ds an ambit oclaim, of whioch not
evaery detail was meant to be baken seriously-——not yvetb.
Neverthelsss the ACTU is being compslled to defend it. The

ACTU Biennial Conference was shown not only the 220 page

TAustralis Reconstructed’ but a small papsr “dHAustralia
Reconstructed. . .Foints for Reply’'. The latter took the
Australian Institubs for Public Policoy to task for fwo
publications in which AIFP authors qu@*“iﬁh *he success of the
Sumdish Model and bthe relaevs Reconstruched”

o

ance of
the Dentre for Independent Studies for 1t§ paﬁﬁr “Australia
Reconstructsd? Soms Eurwp@&n Retlections’ and bthis column of
four weeks ago for “Hyde's ludicrous descoription of “Hu%uralia
Reconstruched” as a fascist blueprint for dSustralia.’

I didn't describe AH &
blusprint for anvihings i 3 G The ssnlbance
to which they obisched rEddg "The aut 1ur1tw of the state is to
be smploved to impose the consensus of the great upon the
small — like Italy in the 19280s and

*-1—-

This is the second occasion recsntly whf LI 0
officials EQEAL1HW oo bhelr own ra have pul
critical wmz 2 ot LML oNi sm
my mouth. Do ?hmv ol istence to
thaeir rank and Fila?

it
a3

The ACTU oriticisms of the AIFF and OIS papers, and
indesd of my article are insubstatial. Bub its ressponss w
Just the tip of an iceberg: there is fundamental disagresment
about the likely rinmmqnwv*mg of the sort of policies
recommended or 1mp11mH by ThAustralia Reconstructed’ . 1 do not
pelieve The ACTU opinion : noeraly haeld., Thelr wvery
sincerity maks & LnyQMW't,ﬁt approach & bigoger problem for
Australia. The idsas of charlatans, which the ADTYU officials
are nob, can be nore discraedited than the ideas of
wrrong-headed enthus

We must sympathise with a Frime Minister who has the
support of Farliamant bul sust win bthe acguisscence of Ths
ACTU before he can privatiss public enterprises, introduce an
ID card, or enact or repesal lsgislation. That svmpathy must
@"icnj to the democracy he ssrves); governments which share
authority with organised vested interests have a bad record.

o hhe

The corporatist model is essentially
Machiavellian rules of powsr politics-—-—ei whom vou canmoh
dominate or Yool vou appease. L is in 5tﬁr Mtrast with the
Fule of law model in which law governs all including the
ol eres,




ed interes

Trade unions are legitimate wvest sts and the
right to Join (or leavae)d a Lrade union of one’'s hmawu is oa
right that no decent soociety would denyv. In
falls somewhat short of decsnoy. LEtit’ma*m
as suoh have no right to spesabk for that po

which is nobt given a wvolte in their slectio

people whose membership has been obtailned b: BOME fmrm m¥
chur

<,

5w

Trade unions are not states within the statey ?hﬂ3 have
mo right o dopose their will on obther hﬂ* a totall
voluntary m@mber

itp. They do have
harwl se o the dus demoorabic prmc&a%ua ﬂ%
same limitations and rights shouwld apply to

) k. emplover couwncils, churches, the RS,
lobbigg-——in a pluralist socisbtv.

Aodvorcates of plwalism, and indesd popular politics., make
se for helping the weak, the disorganised and the

chively disenfranchised to benefit from ﬁamm&ratic

H585. l.awful prmcadur;% halp the poor, aborigines and thes
1wmptmy@d This is thse antithssis of roporatism which 18
mmev1tably the conssnsus of the powsrdul.

-

The *mn”wmrv th

and all might ben

at powsr has to coreupt
it from its use has often

e

O The Burks &wﬁﬂu by SAnthony FMofdam is t Ccane
of tha hazards of carpmr:t'%t politiocs fhe hi

of the development of libsral demooracy 3y O
development of institutions and proces Tt oth

of power to proper Limited snds achisv inid

MEETIS o

Liberty is defended by traditions whi%h cartal
vights or fresdoms from bhority. Freedom from ar
nrrmaf or punishmnent and freedom to speak, worship,

beliefs, assemble and travel are among these., So i
ta ownership of mne'ﬁ own labows and its Frults-e—-t
mot to bhe a slave. g orights are in turn prot
aeveral cheoks placed in the way of the executive s (orown =)
powar. Thess includs Parliament s ”'uht o @t s ﬁumpl?? the
Farliament ' s right to know and tm publicise, universal
sutfrags, approximately egual e the independent
Judiciary, the rule by law und wquﬂlltv bet o e the law. Ths
trouble with corporatism is it avolds sach of these cheoks.

“he eight
g right

g -
AT,

The ons place in Australia that basic human fresdoms are
abitually nobt respected is in the labow markest. One may not
sall one’s labow without an approved union’s blesssing. Foros
is habitually smaploved in pwrsuit of Sindusterial obljiectives -
~violence ocoasionally. The labow market is the one placs in
Australis where corporatism iz bthe normal wav.

Mussolini i
ended a socialist, led Italians into a fobalitarian st
offering them " oo ;mraﬁiﬁm'u In the m corporatism
favourably deba ?aJ in libsral USA. It sucked in many decent
Ttalians. It d“&— C?fOV soms short-term gains-——Musso ran the
trains on time for a while. When a portion of sooci
alrsady abowve fhm law, Machiavellian powsr politi

achiavae beneficial resulits which the law cannot achisve.

. who began as a self-professed Marulst
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