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How we talk about Aboriginess

John Hyde
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Tanguage shorn of all
pravailing ddeclogy. In Oresll s imaginary
by and in real dron-curtain cmunterau it oiwm
icials to keep the proles in line. In their mouths
2me nationalism. In dAustralia in 198, it is zl;n
anctioned, but here it is being used im deny thes
all that is bsst about owr nation. 1% i
fing cmn%¢a9nrﬁ in liberal demooracy. Mewspeak is an
& sosound truthful and pure wingd
itical debate impossible.
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abomination intended to
sound profound. 14 mabkes

Newspeak is so common we don’t always notice it.
N@wgrth@l@&ﬁg the apparsntly ssrious statemsnt that whits
sathtlensnt destroved Aboriginal civilisation invites a
prrotest.

Let us acknowledge ow imperfactions st us not, in
the process of baring ouwr soul, forget thsa stralia is &
liberal society of political eguals. O ti s our

L2
ot
T
x

L 185

onsibility Lo ke it bhat wav., Waffle
the ideas and the self-estesm which uphold liber
will, i unchallengesd, sventually . it Th@
Wwe wse now to describe ocurselves, and which
shes us from less savoury socishies will, in
Gﬁtarmlnm wWhat we becoms.
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lwss libaeral

peoaple who want a more

society attack the wvital ideas directlvs thﬂ” can be answered
diractly. The more dangerous threat comss from peopls who,
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v doss not sult theiv purpose, reduce what we read
igve to vmrﬁa] muﬁha Thiey ol dsh ke wmrda §
ralavant conten not adwvertise for a “married’
armbhandy o b sential words of ma2aning--—-what do
left’ and ‘right’ mean today?
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Language develops by borrowing and by inverntion, but notb
b” calling black, white. Fraud and politics &ﬁtﬂp*@d. The
ime purposs of langu aqc is to convey meaning. Whesn the
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@ tardised, ideas beoomes impossible to

he ideas themselves are lost to popul ar

ssential words ar
communicats, and t
understanding.
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be to esnoourags thﬁ usma of
This is aguest whan
Ristory are being given &
bicentennial stroking. In parﬁiculﬁr i
nouns ., such as democracy, liberby,
mxrality and peace should be preser £ 500 ﬁhmuld their
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to "aboriginal civilisation": Some &borigin
mert 1 ms Bresean trﬂat g badly by whitss---noh least by
ﬂrntulﬁaialy rarage aboriginality. However, b
amatablished us -P- term, was bthe culiture prevalli
Mvntrulld priocr to I7BB a "oivilisation". Unle

e barbarians we must ap
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assertion, whites did not destroy
sboriginal cultws changed when

the main way that changs
“1ﬂpf4ﬂﬂ thoss slensnts of
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orourrad was by
the new culture
Ffor instance.
ght “he ssowrity
inforced their
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NMewspeal has obther victims.
h@in“ made by biack aat1v1
claim that Europsans made
aTaln twue i aborigines, aven
century was slavery. ﬁbur'q:m
o Such few ss were held in ocusto
nishment ioposed by due lagai oo
E

the mors ﬂvtFQVHQAn*

of the Hhmr1q1nwg1

TAave nﬂ+ h9;=
by Fu

Ly and the whites were punishab

ara accused of genocidee-~the deliberate
s::rf a racial group, such a&s the attempted

z of the J@Wﬂ Influenza, measles, alcoholism,
5, Wﬂd 1mﬂ*mmv which so drasticeally reducsd the
i &nﬂ for whioch the white man is
nmt the tools of genocide.

the wverb "to esxploit"” or
namely "o make use of "
s minds, by Marxist r
of". In both senses
: but also in both
nimlwa whites, Hobh w cimn
mueh mor e ﬁigni%itﬂﬁt than
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ihowhich never was, thersfore, cannot have

items from European culture. &lthough



Europsans. &1l1 of the
misning.
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Labouwr mariket -~ I" icularly i

poually illiberal ; .*'.uan

of land rights, Aborigines ha
Europsan maasures of pFGﬁWLrlgvn This could
havae innate or ocwulbtural values and aptitudes E:
d:%fvrﬁn4 from, somebimes supesrior to, whites —-—afisr all
isolated for 18,000 vears. Bacause ; if
are mmntrary to pr&vai31hu idaglmgyg arc the
Furopeans ars i ik TTERWIEIE

arndgd deniess bthat 5

The dangsr : by denying the existence of the
in us, we may come to adopt the worst.
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