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O THE DRY SIDE ofF LI DRIES 13.9-857
John Hude

uring my ning years in Federal Parliament I learneag encough o Enow

f conflilicting informations ideals and sressures ike pthners [ otr
arence to one of three philosophies foundg in the Australlan po
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ref jitical mainstream -
liberalisms socialism and conservatism. Liberalism claimed my nominal allegiance but my
understanding af it was inadequate..

When it rame to policys like everyboduy, I borrowed from all thras

o] osophies. I wanted a
publicly funded welfare safetu net, at least until it was demonstrate
3%

that private rather th
1

public charity would {again) care adesuately for those who would otharwise be in needi I
believed in the familu and the parliament. revered by conzervabtivesi and 1 felt deeply s
liberal’s abhorrence of the unnecessary and arbitrary power of governments and trade unions,
Those positions can be consistentlig h i, but I larked an adequate intellectual framework to be

xlEiG’

wholly consistent in their defence. WheEn the Fraser government so obviously needed a light® to
steer by, we dries hung out a sort of liberal lantern, but our light must have been too dim or
gy then the captain and his officers were too giddy to ses it.

Following the dries decimation at the 1983 polly Maw Walsh. on the TV programme 'Sunday’y zaid
of us that we were the only Liberals who he old a consistent ideological position. I think the
remark was an intended compliment, but it was overstated., The dries, or economic rationalists,
naver did spell out a comprehensive political philosophy. I at least was not equ vipped to do so.
Intellactual debate is uncommon within the Liberal Farty and philosoehy had been but a small

part of muy politics.
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action anc groun

. ratHEﬁ than The more :Dncentrated, community
1 VB oas sowertul as a aovernment -

oowEr Tn the cixties,
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the roins o

A Oppos:ition waich pians o v 24y falling over the line, by sauing

nothing abocut the tough decis i » by not offending anu vesteo interests,

by doing nothing now, will 2arn itself some E‘CEllEnx pension 2ntitlements but nothing more. In

office it will not have the powar fa govern well., It might 1nt9uﬁ to say, as Hawke did, that al!
T } i

the sconomy but at thes first
from 1te gwn back
2 Funeral Pensefits

anie budaet cuty are

bets made during the campailgn ar
1 FF i will cuck

I¥ the Opposition wants to governy as opposed to merslu OCCuUpuYlng the tr2asury henches, it has
two years 1n which to woo and win a4 mandste from the parity room and the elecrarate for the dry
policies which it knows are necessaryg, [ the meantime the Government will., tha ACTU permitting,
agdopt Liperas 1 Holr. Gor ANU ﬂ:ﬁahan once adopted Labor policy. There are
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zame Labor
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nothing more than office, but biager
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