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ON THE DRY &1

The Federal Libsval Farty should cheer LRy stop navel-garing and
concentrate on its policies,

It ohas not done well in the pariiament, it is divided by
Factionsg, it is down in the Pollas and the South Australian
slection was no help. BPut it hasmn’t got everything wrong.

Australia has undisputed sconomic difficulties. The Liberal Fs FAR4Y
has the ideas which are relesvant and it is trying to lead with
Them. In Thig sense it is now the radical partu. For the First
Time in wears it has agomething fa be proud of. Yet the Libs are
as miserabls as handicoors berauses thew have not won public
acclaim for their radical Pﬁ%zk ions after a coupls of months®
Tryinag.

The demand from Mr Steele Hall and athers that the Party should
abandon those idess in the e of attracting votes 1s a demand
that the party returns to ‘not sncialist? rﬁlitmﬂ:g borrowing
everd idea that it fesls it can ger aay witn and not believing
in anygi a return ta the directionless amoral pragmatism that it
Australia into the preosent M eSS .

The Libs have a better—than—aven chance of winning in 1987,
Eoconomic activity iz at a very respectable levels but it haz been
arhieved by massive deficits and rapld growth of the brosd money
supply, Thnese policiss are not now being maintained and cannot
e, Another two vears of ©hom would cause a spectacular collapse
af the ool lav,

To shore up the cdollars the Government has gone for tight money
with higher inversst rates. The Figh growth strategy has alveady
been abandonsd. The onlu way to get high growth betwesn now and
1987, without a haemorrbage on forgion accounty is with a

substantial fall in real wages. If H@"f'nm and Co can enginesr
that without roo much industrial trouble they would deserve to be
re-elacted, Dut I can’t see it happ@nlngn

Farliamantary performance mattors because it affects the wau
pelitics are reportsds bot 1ts effect on o voters iz dindirvect and
marginal. Mr. Keating is a fine Treasurer and a merciless
Foiitical streetr fighter who has dominated the Opposition in
Parliament. To do so. howsver, he hos vsed ftruth selectivelu,
avoilded answering ausstions., and simply abussed his opponents.

The Opposition has not alwaus made goond uss of 1ts ppportunities
to soore political points. Fans of palitical theatr: Ao
weakness. Ferbaps 1t i, but it ﬁfill *h@ﬁ‘wh thm byes ]
thers is more to politi -
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Maloolm Fraser dominated Bill Hayden but the press gal ;m@q turned
against his continual head-kicking and the pubiic wearen’t
particularly interssted in it. He contributed to Hayden®s
gdownfall, but Hagden's drover s dog could have beasten him in
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M sSeating cannot
Mmilgs opposlf

ehating points like ¥uou

s Cslsans

The conventional wisdcom that the public will not vote for a
divided party is half trus. 4 partye eiven b distrust and
gnTlpmthq has problems and the Liberal Party now suffers some of
thes Trige wition has bhesn plagued nu Lﬁmkﬁ such as That of
tFre ar mlmil irat minute dealing with 1te intended attitude o
the tax pa

Howsvery | predict that fhe dissidents will largely stoap this
sort of thing:. bhecause theres 1s rnobody who could realistical ly
challenge John Howard in the time available,

12 of courss not mmrﬂllar to The
as many good hatesrs.

This prablem. such as 11
Libevralsi Labor has

A party which tolerates iffering opinion is not necessarilu a
divided party. Throughout its most succszafyl uears the Liberal
Farty consciously distinguished itsel® from Labor by allowing its
MPs to disagres with the party line in public.

When leadership interprets public di agraement as disloyalty,
political debate is reduced to ritu incantations — the sort of
runbish served up tTo branch meEstings. Whar is worgs, MMRs come to
believe it. The received wisdom hscomes nesifisd, the party
Depcomes rveactionary, and goals and raeality are sacrificed to
sErvEe westerday’s ideas and yesterday®s men. Such a party would
nat be Pit o govern.

The dries were once & minority within the party. If they had not
spoken out publicly they would have remained so0. The wetrs aro
likewise entitled to publicise their disagreements. Me Howar ol
MLSET now hops. not unreasonably, that the press will draw
sEnsible distinctions betusen revolt and disagreement.

b g

My Howard's personal in the opinion polls has been
spectaculart but his ings now compare with Me Frasee’s for
moast of his time as P;u th Mot serious tumbles sesm to have

bean associated with slomisy such as with the tay package.

It is instructive to look at the issuss which Fave gons against
1
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Frivatization has heen the vichim of the public sector unions
which ars running an suLpensive s=elf HEEVING Campaian. The
privatisation argument miT e won in the end, if only because it
is a world-wide trend affecting even +hes communist block. The
AL, undey the guidencs mf Keating, Button and Kerin., is taking
decisions out of the command sconamy and placing them in privarte
Fands.

interest rates were dishonestly turned against him in the South
Australian election. As the Camphell raoort mads olears regulated
housing rates discriminate against the ponr. They also compel the
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restraint. Fun Lt o de produoltive 1nve tmenty not
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nousings that will s o the Australian @Cononmb.
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A1l that nesd De saigd about the Industrial Felations Club is that
T odim oout to gst hilm.

ts

Moward wants a nation withoutl privileges in whioch evarygone is
@aual 1n Tthe market and hefore the law. The Libsral Party has
deliberately upsst some of the most powerful interests in the
Tand. T Fhe reaction is surprising but the fact of it
is not.

The Libsrals have two ysars in whick o win their argunents. They
cannot turn back now without FTaoing rhargss of weakness and
inconsistency ~ in short without fdestroying themsselves.

Theu should give a human faoe Py their policies but tThey cannot
racant. Thewy have nowhesre to go mut mn. Thew have no time for
mirisid sair. Their crusacds s only malt Degun.
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