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cardboard figures who cradle microphones and chase balls but
tairy tale heroes who pit their cwn lives and fortunes against
gvil. The evil of a sericus depression is my candidate for the

i Ao .

Those at the top of the political heap are going to have to ask
us to make some personal sacrifices we will not like. If they
look a bit of a 5t George we might be better impressed.

My parents would never have voted for John Curtin but as the war
wore on the bespectacled journalist with the wild sconomic views
wor thelr respect. That is not to say they agreaed with his
policies — often they did not - but his right and responsibility
to call the shots was not guestioned.

Lurtin acqguired the mantle of a minor hero ~ God knows at the i mez
he had snough competition for it — by facing bis responsibilities
of office. Although a good orator his success was not dus to
tlamboyvance and it certainly was not to infallibility. He was a
ordinary man, with a big spirit. He had wall-—developsd views

about good and evil and honourable and dishonourable behaviowr,
and he tried to live by those in dealing with the issues of his
day and the people about him, including his own family. Even
tamilies like mine, which strongly disagreed with him, respected
him.

The same valuss —~ the common man's nobility — go a long way
toward suplaining the popularity of Reagan and, considering all
the vested interssts she has upsat, Mrs Thatcher, who could vet
winn a third term.

It Australians are to accept the uneven sacrifices that will be
necessary to avoid the worst of what the sconomy could have in
store, they must again feel that they are going somewhers. They
must feel that important principles and goals ares worth fighting
tor. They must feel personally responsible for the briumph of
good over evil. They must realise that, even if sacrifice could
be neasured, “equality of sacrifice’ is impossible and that they
may therefore be asked for more than a fair shars. The essencs of
nobility is willingness to maks an unequal sacrifice.

Tax—free income from gold mining, wunaffordable supsrannuation
deals, pensions paid to the wealthy, trade union privileges,
tariffs and fertiliser bounties are butb examples of the sort of
things we shouwld sacrifice. They are not of equal valus and it
will not be possible to put each on the altar at the sams time.
Are we each too mean of spirit to be first?

Although I am sure we would muddle through without him, Australia
could use a Cuwrtin or a Reagan — a common man s hero - to
encourage us. r show us up! That sort of leadership feeds the
splritl.



