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Ch ana ofy for the past 22 years I have beun picking up udemuloyed
| Ao Ao
hﬂds on the road betwean Perth and Dalwallinu.There s a wave

of youngsters on the road looking for work after each increase
saw ‘ _ _
in unesployment. Ifirst/mmiiged them in 1951 waen unemployment

reac sr—of Hem @z Picure rat very nearly
cost renzies an election, Agedmdmr—areuwnd 1072 ulen vienpd oy -
ment reached 7 Egiin 10 TY75 when-unempl oyment Jjumped-to %s
ans—ow agatn wrentremglieo f»%b—sta*&% T oo

These kius are genuine work seekerS' they would not be humping

rack on a cold road in winter if they were not. Although I've
SOme experience
danexmyxsiaxe of sleeping in thevopen 1 would not like to change

places with them.( Just in passing, for t:.e benefit of those
up
wno won't pick/hitch hikers I must say that although I have gmyex

1

plckPd up one or two who smelt a bit, so far as I can recall,I

flave never found one who was rude Or in aay way a nuisance.)

They are mostly easy to engage in conversation. Typically, they
r)’\
ere/¥nexperienced in any calling; have little idea of life cut-
are
side the city;/inadequately dressed for
and are
the roadfno. very inteligent or well orzenisc8.In yﬂortﬁ they
5;1 soite of tréir wITiiHZEEEZT)
would maxe relatively poor employees Over the years I don't

oy

the country, iet alone

think they have changed much even thougn with rising levels of
Aasl e €ppH S

unemployment one would exgeel a rising standard?/{t is also
“

resmarkabMe thnat their numbers'.seem to more closely relate to
recent changes in employament levels than to the levels themnselves,
This last might be explained by arguln: that high «nemploymnent

is dicouraging increasing nunbers froﬁrgoing to such Teng%@s to
finda work and it takes another wave of previously employa&lg\Job—
less to put others on thne road but I would like to see stronger

evidence cefore making wach of that argument,



P lne time of tue 1961 cuploy.ent crisis T esnployed sewveral
<ron 2] ey
Tes=al farmhands X&Sse these hitch hikers:
o ddon

as I can avoid it net—sne, They have not changed but my farming
/'Nh'.!(rccs Aave .

todayrukxemz.so far

: . - < i

Business ke, Today wWe. crop nearly twice the acrage with less
Aan ‘ w A |
= half the labour. Today we have a wmarked preference for mxpex-
high quality [

XEHEEK @en to work expensive equipuent.Capital equipument has
replaced labour. but it{ is not tue equipment that

xl”

is tne first
e did not outlay,for us , Vig money on tractors,
Cause of unemployment. /Lnerc are ebviouse 1andcv“cnt advantages
farm's , Sev
in not putting all the/pusinesxes egys in oae caskels. One big

aaabr.~w st

tractor can be very costly if it breaixs down =t tae wrong time. ana
an T+

L b
is/impossible brute when it gets bogied,eng/is too big for the

S/

many light jobs. Asscond small unit is neeced for those.

by for :

us resisted the,capitzl expenditure/as long as practical out.to
additional

higih cost of/labour ex tceded the high cost of ¥AkBRXERX aadltlonal

- -—-—\ ——
aritzaX interest and depreciation (in solte te of high 1ntpreut ratVS.

—_— e T

been . o ———

fa=naXy Larxely unskilled farmhands have/priced zuzmm out of the i
B

in

Many of

i
‘c_“.mn,
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[P Hovody asked them if they wished it that
k’f‘in'/Cf/ i .
have pwefeorsd to gain experience in a low

way or whether they might

nd

productivity, low paig

-

Job to~wmempicssent. Instead we Just enacted laws that ef:ectively
all
banned/low productivity jobs by setting minimu
individualfould susta.,

that low/production/zzn Suppers, condenning

o wages above the level

the least productive Aegil

Lo uncmployment and denying them tie opportunity to improve their

skills.

Smxexzfiihe Trade Ninion ofiicials, Widustrial Judges and politicians

might {ry pickiang up a few hitch hikers on country roads then ask kkms
themselves ir they have been fair to

some of our weakest citizens.

The rignt to sell ones labour is a basic human right which in

dustiralia is denied by law., If our €onstitution ever acguires a ®

0ill of rights then that ought to include the right to work,



