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COASTAL SHIPPING
=== OulPPING

Ross McLean, former MHR for Perth ang one of the "drieg" on Fraser's back bench,
writing for the Australian Institute for Public Policy (AIPP), tells how thig
protection hag blighted the Prospects of.other industries but hasn't stopped the

coagtal shipping industry from dwindling.

Not many years ago, seg was the ma jor link between the States; now, even heavy

Maritime employment fell from 40,000 in 1971 to 32,000 in 1980; it can capture
only 37 of our world trade, Something has gone very wrong with our shipping,
Far more seriously something has gone very wrong for thosme industries which mugt

use shipping to live, This has been particularly hard on the Western Australian,

It saves freight to pProcess overseas ang foreign suppliers have g freight

advantage !

As long ago as 1978-79 it was costing BHpP $20 -$25 million per year,~ or $17,000
per BHP seaman, - tq use Australian flag vessels on the coast, That must have

cost & lot of ironworkers! jobs,
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Chrisimes. Lsland rock phosphate is treated as part of the coastal trade.
It has been estimated thet farmers, by paying excessive prices for superphosphate,
subsidise each seaman on that run to the tune of $73,000 per year. How many

farmers, shearers and slaughtermen are out of work as a result ?

Do you remember the "Twin Steel Plant Study", a proposal to establish two steel
plants, one in W.,A. and another in Queensland. Of this the WA Department of
Industrial Development said - "The advantages of retaining Australian operated
shipping on the coast must be weighed carefully against the opportunities forgone

in terms of industrial development."

Remember Sir Charles Court's jumbo steel plant ? O0f this CRA/Hamersley gaid
about the alternative of using foreign flag vesselss,".... savings of such
magnitude ($6 ~$7 per tonne) could conceivably have produced a decision by the

consortium to go ahead."

WA interests lost salt sales to New Zealand and gypsum sales to Queensland

because in both instances Mexico could deliver with lower freight costls,

My wife and I once travelled from Perth to Sydney and back on the Adelaide

Steamship Company vessel - the Manoora. It is hard to believe that those

friendly officers, stewards and crew wrecked that service as surely as if they

nhad driven it on to rocks, But they did



